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5] N COMING hefore a company of ladies such asthis, T
realizethat T am speaking to those who have made the

study of the individual child a closer object of observa-
tion than anyone, except a devoted Christian mother can iake
it, and I appreciate, too, that to dream of speaking in any new
field would be as futile as the old story of the Newcastle coals;
but since you have heen so generous as to ask me to use a few
minutes of your time, I have gained my own consent to do a
very foolish thing, to talk of somehing aboutwhich you already
know more than I do. If at times I fall into any of the school-
master’s pitfalls of expression, you will kindly attribute it to
my long apprenticeship and not for an instant to my lack of ap-
prehension that any one of you is better qualified than myself

to handle the topic.




THOUGHTS ON CHILD CULTURE.

ONG ago it was said by one whose wisdom
dwarfs the combined wisdom of us all—
“Train up achild in the way he should £o,
and when he is old he will not depart from
it.””  We have had friends and school-
mates whom we have loved, whase career
through childhood has promised well,
whose school record has been spotless and
his college life clean, but as we know

them now that we have become men and wonlen. we

find almost no vestige of those marks of promise that a

few years ago were so bright. The boy whom we

knew as the brilliant debater, always on the side of
some moral reform, has become dishonest in the hand-
ling of another’s money, and his name is g reproach.

The boy who was admitted with the warmest welcome

into our homes, who helped to make many a pleasant

evening at hearthstones, where it was supposed noth-
ing but purity ever entered, meets you today on the
streets of some distant city, and you read the story of
his fall in the face that he fails to lift to greet you.

The boy, who but recently led his class in their hard-
est school tasks, and who gained his teacher’s approv-
al, and his classmates’ envy, today has brought such
shame upon his family that they want never to hear
his name pass your lips.

The boy, who but a few years since, led a Christian

Association in a large Boarding School, and was in-




ST

e T e R A

= e
e et -

6

deed and in fact a worthy example to others of what
he professed, today is a total wreck, a wreck not only
himself, but such a burden to a devoted mother, that
nothing but that Divine Grace, which he has denied
and done violence to, can sustain her,

Whv, you ask, have I dragged these pictures before
you? The unregenerate world is full of them, and
you reasonably ask how can they especially interest us.
Ihave purposely chosen these four cases, so that no one
here can even guess the objects of them, but they are
actugl and real, and cap be duplicated and more than
dilp.llcated from my own experience, and with a little
i":"lf:";'ll hta;v'e 1o doubt you can add to them also; put

O atfracti : b
bringing thenft;:ev‘ng: Nty pusese 15
ren\g; iirleﬁnfw-Of boys and girls who have been appa-
SR 1 ra;nEd, who have had the advantages of
paren’ts e 31111:i school, who have had God-fearing
when they s!::) fl)dhave o 3 o & seasous bt Wh?’
aside what t]:leu h e teken on fresh armor have laid
act, if not ¥ ad already assumed and have said, in

J !0 Words, that it did not fit them. They

have henceforth
: gone a diff ; 1
know, in tog man erent course, and you and

been SOrrow J Case.5, that the end of the way has
mean when hand- an‘g‘msh_ What did the Wise Man
that he shosl(siald’: Train up the child in the way
terms, and are g 89 T Was he speaking in general
; ¥ instances ang few

EXcoePtmns that proye the el yours merely the

I was h F :
time, for zllenunm_aFmg some great law, true for all
which hag condlhOﬂS! and for all surroundings,
The Mother - St Been solved »
e

that can thr[::v (;OngESS' or the Teachers’ Conventioft
T8y of light on the solution of this:
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has placed the race under a heavy obligation of grati-
tude; but I fancy such bodies give their strength to
more practical matters, they discuss questions of health,
school problems and questions of ethics, and do not
train their guns on the old proposition of King Solo-
mon, which reads like a syllogism from Aristotle,

The statement stands so simple, that he who runs

may read. What more does a mother ask for her hoy,
than that he may grow up in the way he should go,
for when he is old he will not depart from it. It will
be a joy to her in the training, and a joy that will
abide beyond the grave, to know that he will not de-
part from it.

Now I presume were we to settle down for the next
sixty minutes, and each write out, under headings, the
essentials needed in training a child and collate our
papers, we would find very great variety, and were
this company made up of ladies whose surroundings
were different from yours, and from each other’s, the
counsel collected would be still more various; and were
we to suppose our company made up of delegates from
various nations, how divergent would be the advice
they would give'! Yet I want to believe that the Wise
Man spoke not for favored children alone, but for you
and for me, and for all people everywhere. I fancy
there would he detected much of theory in the paper
that came from the aunt, who had never known the
real problem of meeting the child’s needs, and that in
each mother’s paper would be discernible, strong
traces of a personal equation. Her judgment would be
tinctured with a strong bias, unconsciously created
there by the problems her own life forced upon her,

There would be no wisdom in collecting a digest of
such conclusions, and reducing it to a formula, for any
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You will beileve this at once, if you will look among
your friends, and note how a child has been benefited
by the arrival in the family of a younger brother or
sister who claims all the mother’s strentgh, and leaves
him to the care of someone else. It is not, I fancy
by much reading or much study that a mother learns
how to train hier child. No two of us are alike. We
differ so widely that the points of diversity far out-
number those of resemblance; so it seems to me, that
what we want to lay stress upon in the proverb which
heads our talk this morning is, not the training or the
route of march, but on the coutrary it is the child
himself. I fancy King Solomon’s dictum has borne
the test of trial every time where the child has been
made the subject of study, and where the trainer has
been masterful and tactful. ‘‘Train up a child in the
way he should go.”” Who, you may well ask, can be
equal to this? There hasnever been a child born into
the world whom you can take for a model, even the
older brother or sister of the little problem before
you is unlike him in almostevery way, and with each
child brought into the world comes an utterly new
task, for he is to be trained in the way he should go.

But we are fortunate in this:—DMother nature is
often kinder to our children than we are ourselves,
and it would not have been permitted that a promise
being left us through the Sacred Writings, would fail
of its realization except through our inability to com-
prehend its significance or our unwillingness to lay
hold of all that it implies.

I fancy, somewhere not far out of sight, will be
found the cause for the sad failure of those four boys
I mentioned a few minutes ago, all of whom, now
grown to manhood, are on the high road to ruin. I
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think I know the cause in each case, but as the
chances are strongly against their fitting any cases
you will ever know, it would be no help to mention
them. I believe each was not trained in the way he
should go. Something that would have suited
your boy and would not have harmed mine was the
beginning of the down hill track with these.

Doctors, long ages ago, agreed that certain kinds of
physic met certain ills. They epunciated this fact or
these facts, and they have stood the test of experiment
a countless number of times. There has grown up
their pharmacopoeia which, while it is always being
enriched by new discoveries, is essentially, in parts at
least, as old as the language which has made it possi-
ble for mankind to retain it. Do we have any counter-
part tothis in child training? Is there any digest of
professional knowledge on child training and develop-
ment, that a mother can turn to, or a teacher can con-
sult to meet the case that may for the time be under
inspection? The Doctor can prescribe his tonic, be-
cause he knows the nature of the patient’s disorder.
He has gained skill in diagnosis, and he knows his
pharmacopoeia. The mother has nothing of this
kind, not because nothing has been written, for the
library shelves groan with bhooks on Child Study and
the like, and not because it is impossible for someone
to prepare a digest of all of these, and the host more
on the same topic that are, T am sure, sooner or later
to appear. Suppose such a compendium were at hand,
duly tabulated and indexed, as complete in its way
as the storehouse of knowledge open to the Doctor,
would it avail the mothers and educators of the race?
Weall agree, I fancy without a reservation, that it
would be folly of follies to entertain such a thought-

ET

The question comes to this:--Are we then, as par-
ents and teachers, as the trainers of youth, faceto face
with a fact that we have no body of collected know-
ledge to guide us, is our work to be as experimental
as that of our forefathers many generations removed?
Are we, in large measure, to grope in the dark, aseach
new problem comes before wus, trusting that the
moment that calls us to some new service, will in some
way furnish the needed solution? I do not want to
think this. I want to believe that there are chances
open to the mothers of today, to do more and better
for their children, than were their grandparents able
to do for theirs. I don’t mean to say or hint that
I think they do, or even that, under existing ecircum-
stances, they can do better but I do not want that any
one shall turn from the vexed questions of child devel-
opment with the thought, thatall that is said and much
that is written is vanity of vanities.

We can carry our parallel with the physician a little
farther with some profit, I think. The great surgeon
from Vienna traveled thousands of miles a few months
ago, to perform a delicate operation that baffled the
combined skill of many of Chicago’s doctors. If this
treatment proves what it at first promised, it will just-
ify many times all that has peen done. I suppose this
man knew better than anyone else, the nature of the
little girl’s particular disorder, and as he did, if avail-
able he was the best man to try to relieve her,

And so in every child problem worthy of serious
thought, I believe in the Providence of God, it was
intended that there should be two who should be able
to diagnose the disorder, and by mutual and concerted
effort go very far each time in setting it straight. Vou
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know who these two are. You know, too, better than
I do, the sad picture all about us, not many squares
away in all directions of the compass of how this is
done violence to, aud you know the results. We
need not go to the poverty-stricken quarters of the
town. We will find it everywhere, moral disease, men-
tal weakness, bodily disorders, all following just as.
directly, and just as surely the neglect of unworthy
parents, as any effect in the physical world follows
its natural cause, Why is it so? With the natural
instinct to preserve and protect the child, with the
inborn desire on the part of the parent to have the
child grow to a better state than the parent has en-
joyed, with an honest effort to advance it in things
that are really good ; and with the mother and father-
love which out-reach, and over-top all other considera-
tions combined, with all of these and sometimes others
working for each child, is it not a fair question of
wonderment that the results are as disappointing as
they are? Yet we face about, having confronted so-
many failures, and we read the words that were
written of old, “‘Train up a child in the way he
should go, and whea he is old he WILL not depart
from it.” We think we see so many failures, that
we are ready to question the truth of it all, or to try
to explain our difficulty by enveloping the whole in
some question of mystical psychology.

We not infrequently hear the remark, what a fine
fellow is so and so, and then the other, but how could
he be otherwise with such a father and mother, but
upon reflection we are baffled, for just across the
street lives another lad with an environment just as
choice, and with parents equally gifted, and this second

I3
lad is a terror to the neighborhood, and an enigma to
all who try to study the problems of child growth.
Why, you ask me, have we gotten into such a tangle
in this presentation of a subject that usually is made
to proceed in the orderly manner of a matter-of-fact.
science. Am I trying to persuade you of a thing, of
which you will not be persuaded, that it is little less
than vain to discuss, and argue and plan schemes
for child training, I do not want to do so, but I do
want to impress the truth of what I deeply feel, that
the sad failures, allowing for the exceptions that fit
every rule, are due to a neglect of those simplest of all
laws which we call instinet, but which, in our highly
civilized stage, we have relegated to our reason jn-
stead of instinct, and have oftentimes made sad havac.,
There are, we know, laws which govern growth,
beginning back prior to the time of the birth of the
infant, and extending on into the period which marks
the passing of youth into manhood and womanhoeod,
The great principle of mother love aud father love,
which is so difficult to define, but which we all recog-
nhize as an essential and ever present part of every
normal man and woman, prompts instinctively to acts,
which if we were to wait for wisdom or the learning of
hooks to solve for us, would forever go unsolved.
This hrings us, as it seems to me, to the threshold of
the basic principle in the education of the child,
Ernest-Seton-Thompson, in his beautiful stories,
has interested the young people in the wonderful way
nature has provided them with what their needs de-
mand. The lesson we should gain from these same
stories in connection with our work for the children,
is to notice what an important part each animal has to
play in his own education, or we had better say, not to
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confuse terms, in hisown training. Raggylug did not
learn all his wonderful tricks at once, he had many &
drill before they became second 11at1f\re even to him.
The pack that followed Lobo did not in one lesson 1earhn
to move in a body, as though they were butone. The
mother teal made a marvelous passage by the overlani
route with her little ones, but none of theT:IJ cn?tlld le.a
aflock as shedid until they had fortiﬁed' instinct \:Vlth
much training; and so on, if we had time we might
add illustration upon illustration to show .how these
wild animals, though gifted with native instinct abf:uve
anything the human race possesses, ?ret notwith-
standing this special endowment of instinct, Fhey re-
peat and repeat their little performances until a per-
fection is altained, which is so clever, that we speak
of it, if seen anywhere else than in its native place,
as perfectly natural.

You see then where I have brought you. I hope
my logic has been fairly sound, and we face, as it
seems to me, the most fundamental principle in chl_ld
training, the question of habit. It is no new top1C
but it is rather modern in this respect, that the
search lights of modern experimental psychology are
demonstrating, that some of the good, old maxims Pf
our grandparents are, though they never dreamed 1t,
in perfect accord with the most advanced statements O
the philosopher who sees in every thought of the
intellect, a cotresponding material phenomena i1 the
gray matter of the brain cells. !

I do not have to think that it was apparent to King
Solomon, that there was any connection betweeu'hlﬁ
saying, which I have already emphasized by qv:otm g .
and the thought-tracks in the matter of the brain, tll::llS
I am authorized in believing that these great trt
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of which this is only one, and which are universal

both in time and place, will harmonize most beauti-
fully with all the true findings of modern thought.

If you are to train up a boy in the way he should
g0, you need to know how to train, the one you areto
train, and the route of advance.

Bach of these implies a host of side tracks, which have
to be followed out for the sake of the help they can give
us, but ’chg three I have named, how to train, the one
you train, and the road you go, as they bear on the
question of habit, are more than enough for us.
To attain to anything like a comprehensive ac-
quaintance with the first, implies a general knowledge
of the findings of modern psychology. To know the
individual child brings us into touch, and into kar-
mony with those modern writers who are laying great
stress upon individuality in education, and of whom
Preston W. Search, in his little book ““An Ideal
School,”” in Appleton's International Educational
Series, 15 representative; and to have a just apprecia-
tion of the third of these three considerations
namely, the road to go, it seems to me necessitate;
a logical mind able to apply to the individual child
who at the time is the subject of considerationl

whatever science and experience have taught. :

I find the older some of us grow, the more fixed
and settled we become in our conviction that the doe-
trine of education along the lines of least resistance,
is very apt to fail in the results we want to reach.
It is not the boy and girl of fifteen we must keep in
view, the stress and strain of temptation to the boy at
least I think you will find, will come to him later, and
unless you have trained him in such a way, that you
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are morally sure he can stand alone when the temp

tions press heavily upon him at college, or his first
into the business world, when, perhaps for the
time in his life he has to come so close to vice as @

; e i
to touch it, I repeat, unless he has been trained W
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this in view, though right up to this time his pares

may have felt that all was well with him, they
sadly miscalculated,

Dean Briggs of Harvard, who, as you all know

have
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thoroughly acquainted with the American pene cflr tes

the core out, and whose knowledge of young mend fluto
i

back into the period of school life and forwar

i 1
college life and heyond, has said in substance f‘ncm
think there is little doubt but that he will keeP

saying:—Is it illogical to infer that children_t
at school along the socalled lines of least resis
are intellectually spoiled children, flabby of m11
will?  For any responsible work we W

character, not men who, from childhcod uD

been personally conducted and have had theil
t10n warped to the indolence of their minds.
Every intellectual effort has its moral aspect &

A girl of twelve, in our school within the past

years, during her first week in school said

teacher when one of the recess periods came

iy P
Teacher, please fix up my desk while I go t0

This little girl was fortunate in the POS&'esﬁlT‘l
parents, who were capable of appreciating the ¢!

: e 3 es
her Previous fraining, and wisely took 1-neasul"
¥ if train€ts

counteract the growth of a habit, which,
would have stood a fair chance of making her
burden to others ag well as to herself. Dr.
5ays “Virtually the student comes to his
With a bill of rights in his hands, and says
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you must not be dull, or I will go to sleep; you must
attract me, or I shall not get on an inch; you must
rivet my attention or my thoughts will wander.”
“Very well then,”’ says the Doctor, ** if such be your
mood, go to sleep, do not get on an inch and let your
attention wander.”” ‘I warn you,’” says he, ‘‘That
this enervated mood is the canker of manly thought
and action.’’

There is something tonic and bracing in this at-
titude of rebuff to the half-weakly, half insolent tone
of so many of the young people of today. If you
want us to be virtuous, heroic, learned and accom-
plished, they practically say to the church, the school,
the college, to their parents, you will have to exert
yourselves. We want to gratify you but will tolerate -
nothing dry, nothing hard, nothing ascetic. The
duty of the preacher or of the professor, is to waft s
to Heaven or Parnassus on gentle zephyrs; otherwise
each must endure the pain of seeing us conclude to go
somewhere else.

This is putting the matter rather strongly, I fancy
you think, and so perhaps it is, but I could multiply
to the limit of my allotted time, cases in my own ex-
perience that are not far enough removed from this, I
recently came upon this sentence in Charlotte Perkins
Gilman’s excellent book concerning children, and this
is her sentence :—"‘It is necessary in this world to like
what you do, if you are to do anything worth while,
One of the biggest of all our troubles is, that so
many of us are patiently, and wearily doing what

we do not like.”” At first sight this does not seem to
harmonize with a terse sentence from Dean Briggs,
given in the same lecture, from which I have already
quoted :—‘‘In practical life the job has to be done,and
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the man must adapt himself to it or lose it,’
believe they harmonize in thought and jntention
we read them in the context in which they occur-
There has been so much said and argued fro™ s
standard of the interest of the pupil, that the o
2 tional thought in some quarters has been greatly UJ-
: | danger of losing its poise, and of apparently undefs
ji"! valuing that sturdier discipline of work for WO ¥
/ sake, which has been the ground work that the be?e
i educational systems rest upon. Both s T
1] and the school it is possible to so sugal-cost
the tasks that are assigned to a child, that this
element of work for work’s sake is lost Sig-ht ; ;
and as a result, the training we are pleading .
amounts to little, <
/ Power to drudge at distasteful tasks someon® has
said, he considers the test of faculty, the Pr-lce 01t
| knowledge, and the matter of duty, and that L X
this, the stuff is in no man that will make him = e‘"
| the true scholar, or the true Christian. s 2 b:
sure does not sound much like the remark I e
- from Charlotte Perkins Gilman; she argues
child must like what he does. The other :
child must drudge at distasteful . tasks, and C€*° a
between these two stretches a field full of educatios
difficulties. I don’t know that I want to hat™
them, but T think we shall find at least a partid! ®
justment when we read her next sentencei—
the biggest of all our troubles is, that so many 'i;e
are patiently and wearily dojng what we do 10 yer
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have to be set aside, and he must have a perspective
of sufficient range to enable him to judge of the end
from the beginning. If the end does not justify it,
let it be given up and not entered upon; if it does, let
it be pursued with all resoluteness, and in time the
elements of patience and weariness from doing what
we do not like, will have gone, and in their place there
will be substituted the sense of duty.

When we reflect that interest cannot always be the
tuling motive of our work, that as men and women
we have to face sterner stuff in the realities than we
can guess at as children, let us lay as secure founda-
tions as we can against the time to come. The
foundation must be stronger than the building that is
to rest upon it. Vou and I have only to do with the

first, the other will go up, story by story, it may be

with us as onlookers, or we may have passed off the
scene, certain it is, that all the effective work we do
in the rearing of the building we call character, must
be done with the foundation stones. And this is train-
ing, the first of the three elements that enter into
the Wise Man’s counsel.

And in leaving it I want to quiote again from Dean
Brigg’s inspiring words, ‘“Training is the discipline
that teaches a man to set labor above whim; to develop
the less promising parts of his mind, as well as the
more promising; to make five talents ten, and two
five; to see that, in his specialty, he shall work better
and enjoy more for knowing something outside of his
specialty ; to recognize the connection between present
toil and future attainment, so that the hope of future
attainment creates pleasure in present toil; to un-
derstand that mnothing can be mastered without
drudgery, and that drudgery in preparation for service
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